The Yuba Environmental Science
Charter Academy
(YES Charter Academy)

“YES to Excellence in Education”

CHARTER PETITION
Element 1

Prepared in compliance with the terms, conditions, and requirements of
The Charter Schools Act, Education Code Section 47600, et seq., and
related statutes



YUBA ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE
CHARTER ACADEMY

I. Element 1 -- Educational Program

Educational Program

"A description of the educational program of the school, designed, among other things, to
identify those whom the school is attempting to educate, what it means to be an "educated
person” in the 21st century, and how learning best occurs. The goals identified in that
program shall include the objective of enabling pupils to become self-motivated, competent,
and lifelong learners."

Education Code Section 47605(b)(5)(A)(i)

A. Mission Statement

YES CHARTER ACADEMY will educate K-8 students in a school culture that values the
scientific method and a curricular focus on environmental studies. The highest Common Core
State Standards, as well as high standards of moral conduct, will be emphasized.

B. Whom YES Charter Academy Seeks To Educate

YES CHARTER ACADEMY is a California public charter school serving grades K-8 in northern
Yuba County. As such, it will offer an open enrollment policy. YES CHARTER ACADEMY intends
to achieve a student population generally reflective of the Yuba County Office of Education. The
setting for our school is Oregon House, California, which is a low-income area and has student
population of 100 students. However, YES CHARTER ACADEMY will be particularly interested in
attracting students, regardless of their prior success in school, with the following
characteristics:

o The interest and motivation to be educated in the scientific method of inquiry,
observation, deduction, and use of critical thinking strategies.

o The ability and capability to work independently and as a team.

o The propensity to be a self-impelled leader.

The Council of Directors and parent and community members who have contributed to this
charter renewal have worked together to create an educational plan that is supported by a

LIf the Charter School receives apportionment for transitional kindergarten, it will offer transitional
kindergarten, the first year of a two-year kindergarten program that uses a modified kindergarten curriculum that
is age and developmentally appropriate.
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widespread community base of potential families. They understand the specific interests and
educational needs of this community and have contributed towards the development of this
charter with the hope and desire to create a meaningful educational opportunity for the
children of this area.

C. Model of the Educated Person

YES CHARTER ACADEMY holds that an educated person is well rounded and balanced in
knowledge and character. An educated person in the 21st century should have the capacity to
learn and adapt:

Use the intellect to its fullest.

Become an empathetic, collaborative member of a community

Research relevant information and find the answers

Solve a wide variety of puzzles and problems

Clearly express their findings and points of view

Practice humility, tolerance and self-criticism

Be able to nurture and empower the people around them

View him/herself as a global citizen who is empowered, and responsible, for making
positive changes in the world and within the immediate environment.

Appreciate and protect the right of others to do likewise

o Develop personal habits leading to a healthy lifestyle which includes balancing
leisure, work, family, and community.

O O O O O 0O O O

o

A student educated at YES CHARTER ACADEMY will be a:

Scholar: a student with a solid foundation in science, math, social sciences/history, writing,
speaking, art and digital literacy.

Healthy Physical Being: The student is knowledgeable about, and practices, good nutrition,
safety, and a healthful lifestyle. The student develops habits of physical activity in ways that
provide pleasure, stress release, and fitness.

Community Member: The student is able to collaborate with others, cooperate on projects,
and manage and resolve conflicts. The student is motivated and ready to provide meaningful
service to others, and makes significant contributions with developed talents.

Responsible Citizen of the World: The student understands the basis of our constitutional
democracy, the rights and responsibilities of all, and stays informed regarding important
political, social, and environmental issues. The student is informed regarding political, social,
and cultural systems and seeks to understand and co-exist peacefully. The student seeks the
highest of human virtues, such as love, caring, generosity, responsibility for actions,
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forgiveness, compassion, and openness to one another. This leads to sharing, to cooperation,
and to problem solving that seeks peace rather than violence.

Member of an Increasingly Technical and Information-based World: The student is
competent and comfortable using a wide variety of technologies as an integral part of life and is
open to embracing new alternatives as they become available.

D. Educational Philosophy - How Learning Best Occurs

The main aim of YES CHARTER ACADEMY is to encourage effective teaching methods in a
unique setting. The desired result will be an interdisciplinary K-8 publicly charter school whose
curricular focus is environmental science. The vision of the YES CHARTER ACADEMY is to
educate K — 8 students of the Sierra Foothills through a self-motivating, individualized, and
comprehensive curriculum that connects learners with learning via a program, teaching staff,
and school culture that value scientific methods of inquiry.

YES CHARTER ACADEMY strives to exceed the requirements of the California Education
Code and Common Core State Standards. We are using state-adopted textbooks as well as
standards based curriculum created collaboratively with educators on and off campus in all
grades to assist in achieving high API scores. The Charter School will provide a site-based
matriculation environment whose teachers, programs, resources, and support will enable
students to become educated to high-quality Common Core State Standards academic
standards. It will further help them develop to their fullest capacity as competent, happy,
productive individuals, family members, and contributors to a global society and a peaceful
world.

YES CHARTER ACADEMY will provide a nurturing and stimulating environment that
maximizes individualized education and project-based learning. The curriculum is founded on
the California state standards for core classes with an interdisciplinary approach that will
include an overarching emphasis on developing responsible citizens and environmental
stewards for the 21st century. We offer an approach to schooling that begins with agreement
among our educator group (state, County Office of Education, and school) about what students
should learn in each grade level, what level of achievement should be expected, and how
academic performance will be evaluated. Standards for content, for performance, and for
evaluation will be aligned so that what is taught determines what is tested. Such an approach
to standards-based education aims to improve achievement by establishing clear and
challenging benchmarks; to ensure that teachers know what to teach and students know what
they are expected to learn; and to make learning expectations fair and accessible, so that all
students have the same opportunity to achieve them. Our goals can be achieved when there is
strong commitment from the learning community: from parents, teachers, community groups,
and, most importantly, from the individual child. Such achievement is grounded in a philosophy
of trust among individuals who are all seeking their own highest levels of expression.
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E. Core Values

The Yuba Environmental Science Charter Academy believes that today’s well-educated,
socially aware, and personally responsible children will become tomorrow’s contributing, caring
citizens who create a better society for us all. YES CHARTER ACADEMY students will come to
appreciate one very special place: the natural landscape of their youth. YES CHARTER ACADEMY
will place a high value on healthy living, community participation, environmental enhancement,
and respect for diversity. It will emphasize the natural and human history and development of
Yuba County specifically, and of Northern California in general.

1. Strong Sense of Place and Community

The children of YES CHARTER ACADEMY will experience firsthand the ecology of the rural
land that surrounds their school and community. They will understand that we are all part of
the planet Earth, and it is part of us. A strong sense of place within the natural and human
community, both local and worldwide, will be the legacy of YES CHARTER ACADEMY. Students
and teachers will be learning outside each day, immersed in the natural world. Their learning
about nature and culture will come through rich, first-hand contact with the world around
them. Their explorations will be guided by the cycles and patterns of growth, rainfall, migration,
and the changing of the seasons, all of which teach lessons no classroom alone can match.

2. Healthful living

Children will learn about the life cycles of animals and plants, as well as the
interdependence of life, through our use of plants and animals for food, and through their
observations, projects, and real work on the farm, woodlands, and landscapes that surround
the Academy. YES CHARTER ACADEMY students will have the time and opportunity to learn
through their senses, experiences, and discoveries, sparked by curiosity and a sense of wonder.
They will experience the joy and excitement that comes when hard work leads to
understanding and competence. We will strive for excellence in all we do, recognizing many
different types and measures of excellence we can achieve both personally and collectively.

3. Curricular Review and Rigor Aimed to Meet the California State
Standards

The written, taught, learned and collateral curriculum will be examined regularly, at least
three times per year, by various constituents of the learning community — including teachers,
administrators, and students. Scrutiny in accomplishing the aims and goals of the state
curriculum will be sought and discussed by the faculty and study teams. The study teams will
look for factors to determine, and adjust where necessary, the success of English language
learners and students with special needs. Our unique approach to teaching and learning,
described below, and the school’s expressed interest in a science-based education suggest that
its very existence will be examined thoroughly for effectiveness across multiple measures.
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4. A small school that fosters learning

At YES CHARTER ACADEMY learning takes place when teachers can give individual attention
to each child, and the school community is small enough for everyone to know and support
each other. In this setting every child is known well by the teachers, and his or her gifts, talents,
and special needs are recognized and addressed. Our intention is to remain a small school with
small classes.

5. An integrated approach to learning that focuses on the natural
sciences and the environment

Because the natural world is inherently interesting to most children, it serves as a setting
and springboard for learning in all subjects studied at YES CHARTER ACADEMY. Teachers help
students to deepen their understanding of the world by connecting all disciplines and to
communicate their observations and understanding to others.

6. Environmental protection and enhancement through project-based
learning and teaching

YES CHARTER ACADEMY will strive to serve as the anchor of a Yuba Foothills Community
Conservation Learning Center that includes a conservation resource library, educational
workshops, and conferences. Teachers, administrators, other staff members, and parents
model lifelong learning and environmental stewardship through consistent practices and
behavior both in and out of the classroom. Parents, community members, and other individuals
share in the learning experience through family education nights, scheduled presenters and
field trips, and service learning projects. Hands-on learning helps students build meaning from
their experiences, prior knowledge, and observations. It also confronts them with new
situations that require them to reconstruct their knowledge.

7. Character development woven into the fabric of learning

YES CHARTER ACADEMY will intentionally incorporate character development into its daily
curriculum and activities. Teachers, administrators, students, and families will work together to
assure the healthy development of every child, and to address moral and ethical issues so that
each has the knowledge, skills, and resiliency to act with integrity.

8. Accountability and responsibility

We will pay close attention to leadership, governance, and management at YES CHARTER
ACADEMY. This includes maintaining our charter, meeting state requirements, and ensuring
financial viability. Ultimately, we are most accountable for the children’s learning. Teachers and
other staff members will collaborate to promote a sense of collective purpose. Teachers will
reflect together on their practices, critically analyze learning situations in their classrooms, and
suggest and engage in creative strategies to provide experiences that enable each child to meet
our high expectations.
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9. Parents

Parents will play an integral role in the educational experience of the children through
volunteer opportunities inside and outside the classroom, leadership positions, and
reinforcement at home.

10. Commitment to lifelong learning and high achievement

Students will come to understand that natural and human communities are one and that
environmental stewardship and civic responsibility go hand in hand. They will gain a love for
learning and for caring for the earth and its citizens that continues to develop after they have
graduated.

11. Contribution to public education

To reciprocate the opportunity it will be granted as a charter school, YES CHARTER
ACADEMY will seek ways to offer its integrated environmental curriculum to other schools. We
will document the effective and innovative aspects of our programs and teaching methods,
offer professional development programs to other educators, and partner with other schools in
the exciting enterprise of learning.

F. Curriculum and Instructional Design

See Appendices 1a and 1b for sample curricula.

The academic program in the upper elementary and middle school is organized around
periods daily. Some students stay later for the after school program. Our curriculum plan has
sound educational theory and research. YES CHARTER ACADEMY is founded upon core values
such as a strong sense of place and community; healthful living; curricular review and rigor
aimed to meet the state standards; environmental protection and enhancement; and
commitment to lifelong learning and high achievement. To instill these values and meet these
goals, YES CHARTER ACADEMY will keep class sizes small; keep YES CHARTER ACADEMY as a
small campus; provide high levels of experience-based learning; use the community and
outdoor environment for learning space; and promote group learning as well as individual
achievement. Core academic subjects will be taught through highly integrated thematic units,
and will include practical experience and visual or performing arts components. Units will be
oriented to seasonal and other cyclical topics, and will include in every topic opportunities for
group and individual work and the pursuit of individual questions.

Students will examine the ecology and history of the land and people of the area, will learn
about animals and plants through personal observation and experience, and will use the
community's resources as a living laboratory. The YES CHARTER ACADEMY gardens and nature
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mini-reserves will foster extensive field experiences even for the youngest children. The Las
Plumas National Forest, as well as area public institutions and civic organizations, will provide
additional settings for exploration.

G. The Environmental Focus: "Earth Literacy”

The YES CHARTER ACADEMY will engage environmental science as its unifying theme.
Lessons will be based upon accepted scientific principles and the Yuba Environmental Science
Charter Academy’s educational practices of project- based learning. The YES CHARTER
ACADEMY vyear will be divided into thematic or topic units in which the entire YES CHARTER
ACADEMY will participate. The units will be planned in detail by the teaching staff. Throughout
these units, elements of all core content areas will be taught. Each unit will include internal
assessments to measure student learning, including tests, student presentations or
performances, and students' self-assessments.

In creating and implementing its environmental sciences focus, YES CHARTER ACADEMY
educators will be guided by California's Environmental Principals and Concepts from the
education and the environment initiative supported by assembly bills 1548 and 1721 (see
Appendix 1c), to ensure that instruction is credible, reliable, objective, and factually based.
Focal areas of study will include conservation, plant and animal life and stewardship and civic
responsibility, interdependence and natural balance, pollution, and health and fitness. YES
CHARTER ACADEMY will strive to produce students and families who are earth-literate.
Teachers will incorporate lesson planning and activities through the use of Project WET, Project
WILD, Project Learning Tree and Roots of Reading Seeds of Science curriculum.

YES CHARTER ACADEMY students will participate in YES CHARTER ACADEMY-wide
celebrations of the seasons, study changes in climate and weather, work in the community
gardens, and take trips to observe other environmental and cultural resources. Their
celebrations, trips, and projects will embody ample writing and reading, as well as
computational and creative arts activities.

Older students will conduct an ongoing environmental inventory and/or geologic survey of
the immediate region surrounding YES CHARTER ACADEMY, including soil, rock, and geologic
features, animal homes and other animal evidence, plants, the built environment, utilities,
historic artifacts and markers, safety hazards, and more. Students will learn the history of the
local community and Maidu Native Peoples through research including interviewing (oral
histories) and videography, where appropriate.

YES CHARTER ACADEMY will be equipped with current information technologies, including
computers with Internet access.

H.  Instructional Design
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